
 
 
 

    
 

 

Great Bay Terrapin Project Internship 
Great Bay Blvd. Wildlife Management Area 

Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey 
 
 
February 27, 2012 
 
Thank you for taking interest in our Great Bay Terrapin Conservation Project. This internship is meant 
to help educate deserving students who wish to protect the quality of our natural resources in the 
Barnegat Bay and Great Bay watersheds. The goals of the Great Bay Terrapin Conservation Project are 
to help reduce abnormally high mortality rates of northern diamondback terrapins from motor vehicles 
and to educate the public about the threats to the terrapin population in New Jersey.  

PROJECT HISTORY 

Since 2010 we’ve been engaged in the conservation of northern diamondback terrapins (Malaclemys 
terrapin terrapin) in the Little Egg Harbor area. This year, the Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ 
(CWF) seeks to continue to protect terrapins through additional conservation and education initiatives 
that include the installation and maintenance of barrier fencing, road patrols on Great Bay Blvd., and 
the the development of this internship.

Terrapins are a coast hugging turtle that live exclusively in brackish water. Habitat loss, mortality from 
being drowned in crab traps, and road mortality all pose major threats to the health of the population. 
Each year hundreds of terrapins are killed by motor vehicles throughout their range. On Great Bay 
Blvd. in Little Egg Harbor scientific research has shown that road mortality may be depressing the 
local population of terrapins. 

Road mortality is an unnatural cause of death for terrapins. During summer months, female terrapins 
exit the safety of their marine environment to find suitable nesting sites. These suitable nest sites are 
along the road shoulders of Great Bay Blvd. Terrapins nest in upland areas that have a loose gravel-
like substrate that’s above the mean high tide line. On some days, during the peak of their nesting 
season as many as 50 terrapins can be seen along the road. Two studies have pointed to road mortality 
as having a negative effect on the structure and health of the local population here. Both studies have 
called for conservation measures to be put in place to help stop the decline of terrapins in the area.  
In 2012, our goal is to focus on conserving individuals (terrapins) through the installation of a 
permanent barrier along the road edge and by educating drivers to be aware of terrapins. We plan to 
install more barrier fencing along the first section of road. This section of road has the most vehicle 
traffic with an average of 936 vehicles/day and the highest mortality rate of 30% (Szerlag and 
McRobert, 2006). We are testing a new innovative and permanent barrier this year, a 10” corrugated 
tubing that is sawn in half and trenched in the ground. We plan to expand our “Terrapin Steward” 
Program by recruiting more volunteers to help record terrapin sightings and to help them cross safely.  
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Finally, we seek to engage an intern to assist with all aspects of this project. The student intern will 
work closely with our Habitat Program Manager on current conservation measures in our project area. 
The largest percent of the job duties will be to conduct road patrols during peak times of road use by 
vehicles and peak nesting periods by terrapins. There is an opportunity for this to be a paid internship 
as part of the Barnegat Bay Student Grant Program, where undergraduate students propose and carry 
out a mentored research project and present a verbal and written report. Stipends are $1,500. The 
deadline to apply is April 2nd. 
 
JOB DESCRIPTION: 
 

• Educate the public about terrapins, our conservation efforts, and their threats in the 
environment 

• Assist with the management of several volunteer “Terrapin Stewards” 
• Record sightings of terrapins along Great Bay Blvd and other roads in suitable habitat. 
• Collect and record data on live and dead individuals 
• Help terrapins safely cross roads 
• Collect injured and/or road-killed terrapins for egg harvesting and transportation 
• Maintain barrier fence along Great Bay Blvd.  
• Conduct several educational talks at JCNERR and the Tuckerton Seaport 

 
TIMETABLE: 
 

• Dates - May 15 – July 31 
• Work 35-hour work week, weekends and holidays are required during peak nesting times 
• Goal is to cover roads on days when most people are out, especially weekends, holidays, and 

when terrapins are most active (full and new moons). 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

• Abilitiy to work long hours in outdoor conditions 
• All applicants must have a valid driver’s license, a good driving record, and the ability to adjust 

to varying schedules throughout the field season.  
• Requires use of a personal vehicle for work (mileage reimbursable). 
• Great communications skills 
• Must be highly tolerant of biting insects  

 
There will be other opportunites to assit with other field work throughout southern New Jersey. Some 
field equipment will be provided. A list suggested equipment will be given to intern and they will be 
responsible for acquiring it. 
 
CONTACT: 
Ben Wurst, Habitat Program Manager 
Email: ben.wurst@conservewildlifenj.org
609.628.2103  
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