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Stockton Plans
Satellite Classes
In Manahawkin

ichard Stockton College of New
R.:ersﬁy has plans 1o open a new

atellite location in the Mana-
hanwkin Plazaon East Bay Avenue, with
projected opening in time for the start
of the fall semester, public relations
officer Tim Kelly confirmed Tuesday

“We're really excited to have a
location in Coean County that'’s going
to make things more convenient for
our students” Kelly aaid,

Though the college has nor ver
presented its plans formally to the
town, Mayor John Spodofora sand,
“This 15 something 1 would welcome
in that space.” Healthcare 15 a major
opporiumity, as a growing field, Tor
graduating high scheol students to
consider as they plan their futures, he
pointed cul, He also noted Stafford’s
abundance of infernzhip opporuni-
tigs, piven the proxnmity of the South-
erm Uoean Medical Center complex
and surrounding doctors” offices.

Stockton, just a short hop down
the Parkway at exit 44, has long been
an attractive chodce for Oeean County
residents looking to pursue higher
education close o home, College of-
ficials hope the move 1o Manahawkin
will give the collepe a foothold that
may open the door to future expansion
in the area,

“Cheean County 13 an area that’s
always been really imporant w0 us,”
Eelly said — the second biggest draw
for the college afier Atlantic County,
in enrollment terms. Last year the
school enrolled 1,300 sudents from
Creean County,

The school 1s currently finglizing a
I-year lease with the property pamer,
Manahawkin Plaza Associates, for a
3 A00-square-foot space. The plans
include room to grow, up to an ad-
ditional 5,000 square feet, as demand
dictatez. The details of just how the
square footage will be divided up
among classreoms and offices have
vet to be worked out, accordhng to
Eelly, The work is being funded by
Stockion’s own investment fund, as
the school works toward strategic
planning goals.

The new site will offer courses
from each of Stockton’s eight schools;
General Studies. Arts and Humanities,
Business, Education, Health Sciences,
Social and Behavioral Sciences, Nat-

on the Hudson Street beach.

if surf conditions permit, kayaking.

Pelition fo Reduce Speed Limil on Greal Bay Boulevard

o far, the Conserve Wildlife

Foundation of New Jersey

has collected 246 names on
a4 petition to reduce the speed linnit
on Great Bay Boulevard in Little
Ege Harbor in an atemmpi 1o protect
northern dismondback terrapins and
other wildifa.

There are no posted speed limils
o the road from Sea [sle Drive taits
terminus, and the moral road speed
limit of 55 mph applies. A straght-
away interrupted by wooden bridges
ab intervals, the road 15 unigue in tha
it runs through a nature preserve:
the Brngantine Wildlife Refuge. The
area also comes under the protection
of the Jacques Coustean National
Estuaring Research Reserve.

Durinig the spring and early sum-
mier, termpins cross the road to get
1 mesting spots on the shoulders and
many are run over and killed, Accord-
i tos the Conserve Wildhife Founda-
tion, duning peak nesting season,
upwards of 50 terrapins can cross the
road inone day, Stedies have imdicated
that up to 30 percent are killed,

Exécutive Diréctor Mary
O Gormian said the issue of the
road came to her attention through
the foundation's wildlife biologist,
Ben Wrst, who monitors the osprey
platforms in the refuge and also
has instituted measures o protect
the térrapins by fencing the sides
of some sections of the road and
installing signs warning moforists
of the terrapin migration.

“Thesa things only go so0 far”
said O'Gorman. ““We really wani
to see drovers slow down, | think
because it 15 a very straight and flat
road, there 13 a tendency to speed.”

Ehe hopes township leaders will

Conservationists Want to End Carnage
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NOT A SPEED BUMP: Nordhern dicmondback terrapins cross Iocal roads in spring through carly ssmmer o
lay their epps in nesty along highways, Unfortunately, motorists kil many of them for lnck of caring and cowution.

react favorably to the petition if they
see many people are concerned
about the 1ssue.

“In the past, the township has
said it's difficult to reduce the
speed limit because they have 1o
do a traffic survey and that costs
money. They said they would look
at pther ways to cut down the turtle
mewbidity, They have been helpful
in the past by allowing us to install
“Terrapin Crossing” signzs and the
fencing, but we can't afford fo mnstall
fencing for the whole road.”

O "Gorman pointed out that
reducing the speed limit would also
protect cychists, runners and walkers
who mcreasingly are using the road
a3 recreanon,

Creat Bay Boulevard iz an anoim-
aly because it was built in the 1930

& a Works Project Admministration
project, [t was intended 1o connact
Little Ege Harbor with Brigantine
and ultimately serve as another
tourist route to Atlantic City, But
the bottom of Litle Egg Harbor
Inlet proved too unstable o support
the last teo wooden bridges and the
project was abandoned after build-
ing five bridges — hence the local
name “Seven Bridges Road.”

A Coast Guard Station was built
at the end of the road and now serves
a3 the home of the Rutgers Maring
Field Station. Three marinas also do
business from Great Bay Boulevard
and have been there since the Cireat
Depression,

“There i3 no reason for the speed
Tt on this road o be so high,” said
Crorman. *“There's nothing much out

there; it’s a dead end.”

The scenery is some of the most
picturesague in Mew Jersey, notes the
organization’s web site. “Everyone
would be better off if we all slowed
denwn and enjoyed in”

Great Bay Boulevard will only
get morne lar as it will be visited
by hundreds of runners on April
29 as the Second Annpal Seven
Bridges Half Marathon and 5K is
planned for the entire length of the
road during the height of terrapin
breeding season.

“Let's hope they don’t step on
any turthes,” smd Litile Egg Harbor
Committeeman Ed Muttall at a re-
cent municipal meeting, _

To sign the petition, g0 to infod
conzarvewildlifenj.org.

— Pat Johnson

BeachBriefs
Group Wants Bew:h Da}' ll’ulrl Spmal Needs Children

Special needs children can look forward to a fun time on the beach in
Harvey Cedars this summmer a5 the Best Day Foundation s planning an event

John Henkes, a Mew Jersey representative of the Californis-based orga-
nization. tobd the Harvey Cedars Borough Comamission at s meeting last
Friday the voungsters wounld be imvolved in surfing and bodyboarding and,

“We have these activities to build their seli-confidence and self-esteem,”
said Henkes. ““We have been in Brick Township bot have not yet been on
Long Beach Island. We hope we can have a presence here”

The conumission approved the tentafive dates of July 21-22.

Tt zeems like a worthwhile event,” said Mayor Jonathan CHdham. 185 nice
to give the kids an opportunity to enjoy beach activities, We just have to o
over saffety 1ssues and other lomstics before we can give 1t formal approval ™

Henkes said he hopes be can dovw people from LBI to serve as volunteers,

Wi will need quite a few people to work with the voungsters,” he said.
“They will be in the water 0 they will be closely supervised, We know the
event should brighten the day for the children.”

ral Sciences and Math, and Graduate
and Comtinuing Stedies.

The Manahawkin location will
serve upperclassmen and transfer
students, not freshimen

Certain courses in medical, physi-
cal therapy and other healthcare
subjects will combine resources
with AtlantiCare and the FEothman
Institute, both of which will share
space in the buillding for physicians'
practice, clinical lab and specialty
offices this vear,

— Victoria Lassonde
victorirlassondef@thesandpuper nel
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Someone Forgot to Lower the Boom

Truck Tips Over Leaving Tip Seaman Park

COPS: The driver of this Ocean Coanity bucket irack apparently forgot to lower the bucket arm, which got canghi
up i wires while leaving the park, The tension was enongl fo tp the rrack over o Rowre 9, Tharsday moriing,




