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Osprey Homebuilders

Wildlife Groups
Create Habilat
Off Loveladies

ill Clarke stated simiply, “1 enpoy birds™
B while waiting on his bulkhead in Love-

ladies for Ben Wurst of the Conserve
Wildlife Foundation to pick him up to install
rwo osprey platforms that were a direct result
of his generosity to the organization’s habitat
enhancement work.

After reading the July 9 story in The Sand-
Paper. “Ospreys an the Rise,” Clarke wanted o
“ret involved.” “1 saw a need was there and the
work that was being done,” Clarke smd. ~1 pass
marker 494 (1nthe bay} all the tune and [ see the
(oaprey | family on top. | read the osprey article
and said. well, le1's zee what we can do”

As aresult, the Conserve Wildhife Founda-
tion receved a 51000 donanon o “enhance
oaprey nesting habitat and for the protection of
shorebind habitat™ from the Osprey Foundation,
Clarke"s family foundation.

“The foundation does not really have to
do with cspreyvs, but the humanitarian work
we do iz ingpired by them: they are incredible
birds.” Clarke explaned. “They are the most
obwious, but seeing all the shorehirds 15 great,
1 do have a lite list {of bird species he has szen
in hig lifetimea}, but 1 am meek in comparizon
tor sodme true birders.”

“No one bas all the glory,
and everyone is willing to
share information
and concepis.”
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The Loveladies lagoon that Clarke sails
out abuts the four-acre tract of marsh where
the platforims were installed. “Thizs land was
originally to be developed back in the *50s, but
back then someone had forethought and it was
preserved,” he said,

Clarke hopped aboard with Warst and col-
keague Jeff Wettstien of the N_J1. Division of Fish
and Wildlife to meet up with a group trom the
Edwin B, Forsythe Mational Wildlife Refuge
te install the platforms, 1 suppose the refuge
system bought this tract once the wetlands laws
were in place in the "70s,” said Jeff Sloane, a
bigtechnician with the refuge,

Sloane explaimed that the refuge continually
buys tracts of land. The platforms were being
erectad on refuge land so Sloane and colleague
Frank Szajko came out with three biology interns
o help, *We help Ben {Wurst) and he helps us;
we work together often,” Sloane said.

Vilunteers buiht the platforms near Wurst's
office in Woodbine. "We did about 26 1n one
day,” Wurst said. The plans for the platforms
can be found an waw conservewildlifenj.org.

Intern Josh Higrins used the posthale dig-
ger to dig a four-foot hole. Like a well-oaled
machine, the platform was slid into place, “We
are making homes”" Higging said. The eam
hoisted the platform, with Clarke handling one
of the ropes. "It 15 very gratifying to make i
happen,” Clarke said

"It is great to see the networking between
orgamizations,.” he said. “No one has all the
glory, and everyone is willing to share informa-
tion and concepts,”

The team worked swiftly, leveling the pole,
gecuring the platform with ground braces and
shiding a small cedar pole into the ground 20
feet away for the perch. The installation took
minutes, bt itg benafit to the osprey population
will continue over time,

“Thank you,” Wurst sad to Clarke,

“It 15 50 important to get psyched about and see

what is happening with groups all around us,”
Clarke concluded.

— Anpela Andersen
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FidR THE BIRDS: (Top, clockwive) Binlogy
interns Charles Barreca and Saralh Sopmanski
alowg with botechniciun Frank Szajko from
the E.B, Forsypthe Refuge wunload materials
o install hiw osprey plaiforms off Loveladies
lngoen, Conserve Wildlife Foandation hobitas
coordinator Ben Wuarst puts the finishing
tonclres on a fower bound for the Barnegar Bay.
Tlre s works i waison io sitaie ihe fower
within the marsh, The platforms are erecied
with g peaple-powered pulley system, complele
with o slide board of the baxe for smooth
installation inte the detritns, These plaiforms
are part of a stafewide Babivat restoration
prect fed by CWF and myviod volanieers,




