2019 Duke Farms Eagle Cam Nest Updates

June 24, 2019
E/88 fledged on June 15th. This afternoon he made an appearance in the nest.

The next day E/87 was perched on a branch next to the nest and appeared to slip off the branch. We don't know if she landed on a lower branch or on the ground. At this point she was 11 weeks of age and old enough to be able to work her way off the ground. After not seeing her on the nest cam for a few days Duke Farms staff got permission to go and look for E/87 at the nest. They didn't see her on the ground or in the area. She is hopefully up in one of the close by trees.

E/88 has fledged but his movements won't appear on Eagle Trax until he moves away from the nest area.




June 13, 2019
Both chicks are branching.

Duke Farms has posted a video of the May 25th nest visit.
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June 13, 2019 

June 10, 2019
The chicks are now ten weeks old. They are flapping their wings and hopping around the nest. When they perch up on one of the branches it's called "branching". All of this is to strengthen their wings in preparation for their first flight. Eagle chicks can fledge as early as ten weeks, but it all depends on the birds. Even after they take the first flight they'll remain in the nest area for a few weeks learning to fly and hunt on their own. Since E/88 has a transmitter we'll be able to see where he goes once he does leave the nest area.

In NJ forty-nine eagle chicks have fledged so far this nesting season. 
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June 10, 2019  branching[image: image3.jpg]


June 10, 2019 

May 28, 2019
The Duke Farms chicks were banded on Saturday the 25th. We have been getting many questions about the banding and transmitter. Duke Farms has posted a blog with information and FAQ's in collaboration with Kathy Clark, Principal Biologist at NJDEP ENSP.

Eagle biologists have been banding young eagles for more than 30 years, over 450 chicks have been banded, and the adults never abandon the nest or chicks. Further, the same adults maintain their residence in the nest area year round and continue to use the same nests annually. All precautions are taken with the health and well being of the eagles in mind, and completing the work as quickly as possible. The Duke Farms nest has had 15 chicks banded since 2007.

To learn more about other eagles we are currently tracking and have tracked go to Eagle Trax.
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May 26, 2019 

May 9, 2019
The chicks are almost six weeks old and getting darker as they get more feathers. They are walking around the nest and stretching their wings. Over the next few weeks the chicks will begin flapping their wings and hopping around the nest. These activities will help to strengthen the muscles they'll soon need for flight. The adults are still feeding the chicks, but the chicks are picking at prey, such as the turtle shells in the nest, soon they'll start feeding themselves.

At the banding biologists will take measurements of the nestlings bill and tarsus. These measurements will confirm the sex of each chick. Female eagles are larger then the males. Any guesses at the sex of the Duke Farm nestlings?
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May 9, 2019 

May 3, 2019
The chicks are getting bigger and darker everyday! You can see the difference from this screen shot today compared to last weeks update.
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May 3, 2019 

Nest Sanitation
Eagles keep the nest clean. If you haven’t yet seen them in action, the chicks back up to the edge of the nest and projectile poop over the edge! This helps to keep the nest clean. The "whitewash" in bird poop (why it's mostly white) is the bird's urine. Kidneys filter the blood, and the nitrogen wastes are excreted as urine. Eagles and eaglets also cast pellets and they can appear to be vomiting or chocking when doing so. The pellets contain prey parts that couldn’t be digested, such as feathers, fur, fish scales, etc. These items are squeezed into a pellet in the bird’s gizzard and then expelled.

Eagle Banding
We have been asked if and when the Duke Farms chicks will be banded. Eagle nests are usually visited when the chicks are six weeks of age. There is exciting news this year: Duke Farms has generously paid for a transmitter, that will be placed on one of the chicks. This means that the nest visit, banding and transmitter placement will happen when the chicks are eight weeks of age. Eagle cam viewers will be able to view the movements of eagle with the transmitter once it fledges.

To see eagles that are currently being followed go to EagleTrax.


April 24, 2019
The chicks are three and a half weeks old and they are starting to develop pin feathers along the edge of the wings. In the photo below you can see the dark pin feathers on the chick to the left. Pin feather is a term for newly forming feathers. As each feather develops, it is encased in a thin shaft of waxy keratin (like your fingernails), which will eventually fall off or be pulled off by the eaglet this allows the new feather to unfurl and grow to its full size. For the next few weeks the chicks will have a mixture of down and feathers. By eight weeks of age they will be almost fully feathered.

Eagle fact: Adult eagles can have around 7,000 feathers on their bodies.
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April 23, 2019 

April 15, 2019
The chicks are going into their third week since hatching. The parents are providing a steady supply of food. After eating a meal you can see that the chick’s crops are full (the crop is a pouch on the chick’s chest where extra food is stored). The chicks are starting to get their second coat of down which is a darker, woollier down. It's now noticeable on their backs and wings. You’ve probably noticed the chick’s large yellow feet. Both their feet and bills will grow to adult size first, giving them a slightly awkward appearance until their bodies catch up. As the days get warmer sometimes the chicks will be alone in the nest. Don't worry an adult is always close by, just not in camera range.
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April 15, 2019 

April 8, 2019
The two chicks are now a week old. They are quite adorable at this age but will grow quickly and be almost the size of an adult eagle by six weeks. The below screen shot shows the "pantry" stocked full of fish and a turtle. The chicks are both getting fed very well. The bald eagle's rate of growth is faster than any other North American bird, eagle chicks add one pound to their body weight every four or five days.

NJ Eagle News:

167 nests are known to have laid eggs so far this season and 98 of those have hatched. Some of the early nesters already have chicks that are six weeks old. We wouldn't know any of this information without the dedicated Eagle Project volunteers. They monitor nests in all different kind of situations and don't have the close views inside the nest, like we do with the eagle cam.
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April 8, 2019 

April 4, 2019
Rick Weiman captured this screen shot of the entire DF family together. He said that both adults were feeding the chicks at the same time. 

So far over eighty bald eagle nests have hatched in NJ.
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April 3, 2019 

April 1st, 2019
Today we've gotten good looks at the two chicks during feeding sessions. You'll notice that the older chick is pecking at the younger one. This is common behavior among chicks. The adults are bringing plenty of food to the nests and both chicks are being fed.
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April 1st, 2019: feeding session 

March 31, 2019
The second has hatched! Chick number two was completely out of the shell at 11:50. The adult was feeding the first chick as the second chick was hatching.
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March 31, 2019:9:52am chick is using egg tooth to crack the shell [image: image13.jpg]



March 31, 2019: 11:50am 

March 30, 2019
First egg hatched at 7:59am this morning. Eagle Project volunteer Diane Cook caught this screen shot of the chick starting to hatch out of the egg early this morning. The adults will feed the chick and continue to incubate the egg.
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 3/30/19- first chick hatching from egg. 

March 29, 2019
We have been on hatch alert since yesterday. The parents did seem to be looking down into the nest more, and could have been hearing the chick peeping in the egg. This morning at 7:56 Kathy Clark with ENSP, captured this screen shot of the pip. The chick will use it's egg tooth to break the shell open, it can take 24 hours for the chick to completely come out of the egg.
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March 29, 2019; 7:56am pip 

March 14, 2019
The pair has a two egg clutch this season. They are three weeks into incubation.

1st egg laid 2/20- ~ hatch date 3/27

2nd egg laid 2/23- ~ hatch date 3/30

[image: image16.jpg]



March 14, 2019 

February 24, 2019
The second egg was laid yesterday the 23rd ~5:40. A third egg could be laid most likely Tuesday.

[image: image17.jpg]


February 24, 2019 

February 23, 2019
2nd egg laid today at 5:40
We are waiting for the second egg to be laid. Today an immature intruder eagle was seen on the cam and was chased off by the female, who then returned to incubate the egg. The male brought a snack of rabbit to the nest for the female and while she was eating we got a nice view of the nest bowl with the egg.
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February 23, 2019 

February 20, 2019
The first egg was laid today at 3:14
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February 20, 2019 3:14 pm 



See the most recent blog; Duke Farms: A 19 year old Dad and a pair of siblings, for updates on the Duke Farm pair and offspring.

February 8, 2019
Both adults have been seen frequently at the nest. Last year the pair laid their first egg on Valentine's Day, so we could be getting close to incubation. Nest cam viewer Diane Cook, captured this screen shot of Great Horned Owls visting the nest.
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Great horned owls visit nest 2/1/19 

January 15, 2019
A Duke Farms Alumni was spotted on January 13th, 2019 in Mercer County, NJ. You'll find all the details in the blog Duke Farms Alumni D/99: All Grown Up
January 11th
So far the camera has been streaming and eagle activity at the nest has been minimal.

