Family Nature
Activities
The Mercer County Park Commission’s
Environmental Education team have
put together these family-friendly
activities and crafts for you to enjoy.
Topics coordinate with our Summer
Wildlife Lecture Series for all ages to
enjoy.
Conserve Wildlife Foundation’s
Summer Lecture Series
Wildlife takes center stage in this summer series of webinar presentations. Join us online to learn about
the biology and behavior of the important animals that impact our lives and call New Jersey home.
Lectures are best for teens and adults, but try our Family Nature Activities to explore these topics with
your younger children.
Lectures are free, registration is required through Zoom.

Protecting New Jersey’s Pollinators
Thursday, May 21 at 7:00 p.m.
Zoom Link

Living with Urban Coyotes
Tuesday, June 16 at 7:00 p.m.
Zoom Link

Wild New Jersey: Nature Adventures in the
Garden State
Thurdsay, July 16 at 7:00 p.m.
Zoom Link

Bats: Creatures of the Night
Thursday, August 20 at 7:00 p.m.
Zoom Link

Summer Lecture Series is presented in partnership with
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Pollinator Hike
Go for a walk in your neighborhood or local park to watch pollination in
action! How many of the items below can you find?
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Coyote Scat Cookies
Make these fun edible coyote scat replicas at home! Coyotes are usually considered
carnivores, but they also eat plant foods when available. Their diet can include mice,
rabbits, squirrels, snakes, birds, insects, fruits, berries and carrion.

Ingredients








3 Tablespoons margarine
1 12oz bag marshmallows
1 12oz bag chocolate chips
“Bones” (20 wintergreen Lifesavers OR white
chocolate chips)
“Fur” (5 large shredded wheat biscuits)
“Berries” (½ cup raisins)
“Seeds” (½ cup rice krispies)

Instructions


Prep “bones” - Crush Lifesavers or white chocolate chips into fragments using a
hammer and thick plastic bag. Set aside. White chocolate chips will make a tastier
cookie, but they are harder to work with. If using chocolate, place in freezer after
crushing and add to mixture later when cooled.



Prep “fur” - Crumble shredded wheat in large bowl. Set aside.



Prepare scat mixture by melting margarine in saucepan over low heat.



Add marshmallows and stir often until melted.



Add chocolate chips and stir until completely melted. Remove from heat.



Stir in shredded wheat, lifesavers (if using), raisins, and rice crispies.
Place your hand into a plastic bag, pick up a handful
of mixture and roll into a coyote scat shape (1” diameter,
2”-4” long, blunt on one end and tapered on the other.)


When the cookies are close to room temperature,
add white chocolate pieces if using.


Place finished cookies on a cookie sheet lined with
wax paper and allow to cool.
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Backyard Sensory Scavenger Hunt
Take a walk around your backyard. How many of these nature items can you find?
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Feeling Batty?
Did you know that the bones in a bat’s wing have the same bone structures as those in a
human hand? Try this handy bat craft at home!

You will need:
 paper
 toilet or paper towel
tube
 Scissors
 tape or stapler
 markers/crayons

Instructions:


Trace your left hand and your right hand on a sheet of paper. Spread your fingers as far
apart as you can.



Draw a line to connect each finger tip, then color and decorate your hand tracings.



Carefully cut them out with scissors.



Color and decorate your cardboard tube.



Press down opposite sides of one end of the tube to create “ears.”



Staple or tape your hand cut outs to the back of the tube with the thumbs facing up.

Questions? Email:
natureprograms@mercercounty.org
Or Call: 609-888-3218

